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solo Exhibitions


2016	 “Memory: Architecture of Belonging”, KABK, Den Haag, NL 
2013	 “Memory is an Ideal Place”, Kunstverein, Heidelberg, D 
2012	 “HOME”, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, West Breton, UK

2012	 “The Silent Empress”, Wakefield, UK 

2012	 “Reporting to the Landscape”, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, West Breton, UK 

2011	 “Presence of an Absence”, Utopisch Nest, Scheltema, Leiden, NL 

2010 	 HOME, Humboldt Universität, Berlin, D 

2009	 “HOME, Zarina”, Babusch, Berlin, D 

2007 	 PARADISE NOW, Chatterjee & Lal, Mumbai, IN 
2005 	 LOVEDOLLS,Abguss Sammlung Antiker Plastik, Berlin, D 
2004 	 LOVEDOLLS, Museum für Abgüsse Klassischer Bildwerke, München, D 

2004	 „Aaj“, Rothas II Gallery, Lahore, PK 

2002	 “Overtures_Gesellschaftsspiel”, Gedok, Stuttgart, D 


Group Exhibitions


2023	 “Divided Selves: Legacies, Memories, Belonging”, Herbert Art Gallery and 	 	
	 Museum, Coventry, UK

2023	 “Achtung Aufnahme”, Galerie Kunstflügel, Gedok Brandenburg, Rangsdorf, DE

2021 	 “Palestine From Above”, AM Qattan Foundation, Ramallah, PS 

2021	 “Forms of Migration”, AGYA in KW, Berlin, D

2020 	 “Hacking Monuments”, Urban Factor, Triennale Museum, Milano, IT 

2019 	 Heropening, Museum De Lakenhal, Leiden, NL 

2019	 “Altered Inheritances”, Ishara Foundation, Dubai, UAE

2018	 70 Years of Independence, University of Lahore, PK 
2015 	 “Our Land/Foreign Territory”, 6th Moscow Biennale, Moscow, RU 
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2015	 “(T)huis - the shifting concept of home”, CBK, Amsterdam, NL

2014 	 Asia Triennial Manchester, Imperial War Museum, Manchester, UK 

2014	 “Friends & Lovers”, Kling & Bang, Reykjavik, IS 

2013 	 “Lines of Control”, Nasher Museum, Duke University, USA ‚

2013	 “Move on Asia”, ZKM, Karlsruhe, D 	 

2012 	 “Lines of Control”, Johnson Museum of Art, Ithaca, USA

2012 	 fiVe - Anniversary show, Galerie Chatterjee & Lal, Bombay, IN 
2011 	 “De stad en haar collectie”, Arti et Amicitiae, Amsterdam, NL

2011	 “Lines of Control”, British Council, London, UK

2011	 “Landscape//Place”, Green Cardamom, Art Dubai, UAE

2010	 “Memento”, 401 Contemporary, Berlin, D 

2009	 Sharjah Biennial 9, Provisions, Sharjah, UAE

2009 	 MONITORING, Dokfest, Kassel, D

2009 	 HOW NATIONS ARE MADE, Manor House, Ilkley, UK 

2009	 "Lines of Controle", VM gallery, Karachi, PK 

2009	 "Lines of Controle", Green Cardamom, London, UK

2008 	 THE PUNJAB, MOVING STORIES, Royal Geographical Society, London, UK

2008	 “Emerging Discourse”, Bodhi Art Gallery, New York, USA 
2008 	 Ausstellung zum Marler Video-Installations-Preis, Marl, D 
2008 	 DESPERATELY SEEKING PARADISE, Pakistan Pavilion,Art Dubai, Dubai, UAE 2007 
2008	 RE-FORMING THE LANDSCAPE, National Art Gallery, Islamabad, PK

2007	 “Best of Discovery”, ShContemporary, Shanghai, CN

2007	  “Politics of Fear”, Albion Gallery, London, UK 

2007	  “Art Projects”, DIFC, Gulf Art Fair, Dubai, UAE 

2007	  “Re-forming Landscape”, National Art Gallery, Islamabad, PK

2006	 “Places Real and Imagined”, Alhamra Art Gallery, Lahore, PK 

2005	 „Sirf Tum“ two person show, Rothas II, Lahore, PK 
2004 	 ALONG THE X-AXIS - Apeejay Media Gallery, New Delhi, IN 
2002	 „Touching from a Distance“, Crawford Municipal Art Gallery, Cork, IRE

2001	 “2001: A Public Space Odyssey”, Arti et Amicitiae, Amsterdam, NL 

2000	 „SmokkelSchmuggelSmuggle“, Stichting Smokkel, Kunstverein, Aachen, D 

1999	 “From Zero to One”, Hedah, Kunstvlaai, Amsterdam, NL 

1998	 “eXamen”, de Fabriek, Eindhoven, NL
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video screenings


2013	 Fifth International Video Festival, Cairo, EG 

2011	 ‘Nieuwe Vragen/New Questions’, Koninklijke Academie Beeldende Kunsten, Den 	
	 Haag, NL

2009	 Move on Asia - single channel video festival - Loop Gallery Hongdae, Seoul, Korea

2009	 “How Nations are Made”, Cartwright Hall, UK

2008	 DETOUR - Third International Video Festival, Cairo, Egypt 

2007 	 PARADISE LOST, Royal Geographical Society, London, UK

2006	 Metrospective, Alliance Francaise, Delhi, IN

2005	 KO videofestival, Durban, SA


Lectures


2023	 “Bei der Kunst Bleiben”, Gedok Brandenburg, Galerie Kunstflügel, Rangsdorf, D

2021	 “Nothing Stays the Same”, Artbomb, Doncaster Creates, Doncaster, UK (Keynote) 
2021	 “Three Instance of ‚What if?‘: Space, Audience and Memory”, Forms of Migration, 	
	 Arab-German Young Academy of Science and Humanities, Berlin, D (Keynote) 

2020	 “Performing Landscapes”, Homelands, Kettle‘s Yard, Cambridge, UK 

2020	 “Hacking Monuments”, Triennale Museum, Milano, IT 
2019	 “What are we looking at?”, ARTEZ, Deventer, NL 
2018	 “Apology and ‚Eingedenken’”, Cream, University of Westminster, London, UK 

2018	 “Phantasmagoria as artistic research”, Sophie Ernst and Elisabeth Waagmeester, 

	 10 year Phdarts, het Leidse Volkshuis, Leiden, NL 

2018	 “Phantasmagoria as artistic research”, Phdarts, Leiden, NL 

2017	 “Walking”, public lecture, Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art, London, UK 
2017	 “Landscape: a reservoir of memory”, Lucas graduate conference, Leiden University, NL

2017	 “The Magic of Projection”, Netherlands Film Academy, Amsterdam, NL  
2014	 “What is a Conflict?”, Asia Art Triennial, Imperial War Museum, Manchester, UK 
2014	 “Home, figurer l’exil”, colloque, fondation maison des sciences de l’homme, Paris, FR

2013	 “Idealised Enclosures”, Sites of construction: Exhibitions and the making of recent 	
	 art history in Asia, symposium, AAA, Hong Kong, CN 

2013	 “An intellectual history of the Power-point projection”, New Media Configurations 	
	 - Changing Societies?, conference, Institute for Asian and African Studies, 	 	
	 Humboldt University, Berlin, D
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2013	 “HOME, architecture of memory”, artist talk, Arts and the Transcultural, University, 	
	 Heidelberg, D 	 

2013	 “What is the place of home in your world?”, Alternative spatial imaginaries, 	 	
	 symposium, Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam, NL	 

2013	 “Reception and display of Greek Sculpture”, Artist talk, seminar, King’s College, 		
	 London, UK

2012	 “HOME, Migration, Memory and Place”, conference, University of Copenhagen 		
	 and ARKEN Museum of Modern Art, Ishøj, DK 
2012	 “Memory of Form”, public dialogue with Shaheen Merali, Zehra Jumaboy, Helen 	 	
	 Pheby and Lisa Lefeuvre, Delfina Foundation, London, UK 
2012	 “Form of Memory”, public dialogue with Taha Mehmood, Helen Moore, Hamad 		
	 Nasar, Maruska Svasek and  Astrid Schmetterling, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, 	 	
	 Wakefield, UK

2011	 “Presence of an Absence” - conversations with Iftikhar Dadi, Roy Villevoye, Kitty 	 	
	 Zijlmans, Shaheen Merali, Wim Manahutu, Leontien Meijer and Astrid Weij, 	 	
	 Museum de Lakenhal, Leiden, NL

2010	 “Politics of Projection” Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Berlin, D

2010	 “Home - memory and architecture”, Zeit für Medialisierung, Konferenz, Graduate 		
	 school muslim cultures and societies, Freie Universität, Berlin, Institut für Asien- und 	
	 Afrikawissenschaften, Humboldt Universität zu Berlin, D

2010	 “Methods and Questions”, The Artist as Researcher, Conference, Royal Academy of 	
	 the Arts (KABK), The Hague, NL

2009	 “HOME”, International Academy Of Art Palestine, Ramallah, PS 

2008	 “Recent developments in the Pakistani art-scene”, European Media Arts Festival, 	 	
	 Congress, Osnabrück, D 

2008	 “About the Home Project”, Vasl lecture, Canvas Gallery, Karachi, PK 

2008	 “Media as a Medium”, Symposium, University of Fine Art, Berlin, D (organiser 	 	
	 together with Prof. A. Anders) 

2008	 Pakistanische zeitgenössische Kunst und Kunstuniversitäten, “Pakistan nach den 	 	
	 Wahlen”,Konferenz des Pakistnischen Forums, Bundestag, Berlin,D

2007	 “Like that and Dying Gauls - a process of approach”, Universität der Künste, Berlin, D 

2007	 “pretty pictures?”, Rachna Sansad College, Mumbai, IN 

2007	 “Pakistani contemporary art”, Rijksakademie voor Beeldende Kunsten, Amsterdam, NL

2007	 Paradise Lost, Royal Geographical Society, London, UK
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2007	 “Like that” and “Dying Gauls” - a process of approach, Universität der Künste, Berlin, D

2007	 Pakistani contemporary art, national and global perspective, Rijksakademie voor 	 	
	 Beeldende Kunsten,Amsterdam, NL

2004 	 Principles and Approach of my Art-practice, Indus Valley School of Art and Design, 	 	
	 Karachi, PK

2003 	 Contemporary art scene in Pakistan, “X-RABK cafe”, Rijksakademie voor Beeldende 	 	
	 Kunsten, Amsterdam, NL


Publications


Ernst, S. (2021). The Silent Empress, What should she have said, in Mix & Stir. New 
Outlooks on Contemporary Art from Global Perspectives, eds. Helen Westgeest, Kitty 
Zijlmans, Amsterdam: Valiz. 

Ernst, S. (2018). Graphical conversations of HOME: Performing landscape. Journal of the 
LUCAS Graduate Conference, issue 6. 

Ernst, S. (2016). The Magic of Projection; Augmentation and Immersion in Media Art, PhD 
dissertation, Leiden University. 
Ernst, S. (2014). Idealized Enclosures. Yishu, Journal of Contemporary Chinese Art, Vol. 13, Nr.2. 

Ernst, S. (2012). HOME: Architecture of Memory, West Breton: Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 

Ernst, S. (ed.) (2011). Oeuvre, Take on Art Magazine, Vol I, Issue 4.

Ernst, S. (2011). Side Effects, in „contemporary south Asia“, vol. 19, no. 2, June 2011 
routledge, UK

Ernst, S. (2010). Jugendbildnis Eines Künstlers in Lahore, suedasien.info, D 

Ernst, S. (2009). Chalo Berlin in 2nd issue of TAKE, New Delhi, IN

Ernst, S. (2009). The Lady Vanishes, in inaugural issue of TAKE, New Delhi, IN 
Anna Anders, Sophie Ernst (eds.) (2008). Media As A Medium, Universität der Künste 
Berlin, D

Ernst, S. (2008).  Comment, In „Shifting Map“, Rain, Rijksakademie, NAI publishers, 
Rotterdam, NL


Exhibition catalogues


2012, Lines of Control, Nasar & Dadi, Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

2010, Sharjah Biennial 9: Provisions II, Sharjah Art foundation, Bidoun, Sharjah, UAE 

2009, Sharjah Biennial 9: Provisions I, Sharjah Art foundation, Bidoun, Sharjah, UAE
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2008, “Desperately seeking Paradise”, Art Dubai, Dubai, UAE 

2007, Shanghai In Art, Shcontemporary, Shanghai, CN 
2004, Lovedolls – Sophie Ernst, Museum für Abgüsse Klassischer Bildwerke, Munich, D 
2002, „Touching from a Distance“, Stichting Germinations, Antwerpen, B 
2002 Overtures – Gesellschaftsspiel, Sophie Ernst, Xhoch2, Gedok, Stuttgart, D 

2000, Lightwalking, in „smokkelschmuggelsmuggle“, Anke Schäfer, Stichting Smokkel, 	
	 Aachen, D


Education


2009 - 2016	 PhD, Academy of Creative and Performing Arts, Leiden University, NL 

2012	 	 Summer school „seeing Matter(s): Materiality and visuality“, cluster of 	 	
	 	 Excellence „Asia and Europe in a global context“, Universität heidelberg, D

2007-2008	 Mentoring, Universität der Künste, Berlin, D

1999 - 2000	 Werkperiode, Rijksakademie van Beeldende Kunsten, Amsterdam, NL 

1996 - 1998	 Diploma beeldhouwen, Academie Beeldende Kunsten, Maastricht, NL 

1998 	 	 Video class, Vali EXPORT, Internationale Sommerakademie, Salzburg, A

1997	 	 Erasmus exchange, Illustration class Jiří Šalamoun, Vysoká škola 	 	 	
	 	 uměleckoprůmyslová v Praze, CZ

1995	 	 Internship, props and setdesign, Kleist Theater, Frankfurt an der Oder, D

1994	 	 Model drawing, Jim Dine, Internationale Sommerakademie, Salzburg, A

1991 - 1995	 Apprenticeship, maintenance mechanics, BMW, München, D 

1991	 	 Printmaking class, Adrienna Simontova, Internationale Sommerakademie, 	
	 	 Salzburg, A

1990	 	 Illustration class, Jiří Šalamoun, Internationale Sommerakademie, Salzburg, A

1991	 	 VWO, Dr. Nassau College, Assen, NL 

Awards and grants


2011	 Grant, Henk en Ria Overduinfonds, NL 
2009	 Golden Cube Award, 26th Dokfest, Kassel, D 
2009	 Basissubsidie, Fonds voor Beeldendekunst Vormgeving en Bouwkunst

2009	 Stimuleringssubsidie, Fonds voor Beeldendekunst Vormgeving en Bouwkunst 

2008	 genomineerd, Video-Installations-Preis, Marl, D 
2006	 Aschberg bursary, UNESCO
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2003	 Reisbeurs, Prins Bernhard Cultuur Fonds, NL 
2001	 Startstipendium, Fonds BKVB, NL

1998	 Prix de Ceramique, Maastricht 

1998 	 Grant, Artist in residence, eXamen, De Fabriek, Eindhoven, NL

1991 	 Grant, Sommerakademie Salzburg, A 

Other activities


Since 2020	 Expert Evaluator, European Commission, Brussel, B 

2020 - 2022	 Lecturer, Korczak-Schule, college for social pedagogy, Fürstenwalde, D 

2017 - 2018	 Peer review, Journal for Artistic Research (JAR)

2013	 	 Mentor voor Arts on the Run, the Network for Arts and Refugees, UK 

2011	 	 Guest Editor, TAKE on art, Oeuvre, New Delhi, IN

2011 	 	 Honours class, “Art Matters”, University of Leiden, NL  
2010	 	 Jury, Golden Cube Award, 27th Dokfest, Kassel, D

2010 	 	 Guest lecturer, Sculptural projections, International Academy of Art 	 	
	 	 Palestine, Ramallah, PS  
2009	 	 Jury, EMAF Award, European Media Art Festival, Osnabrück, D

2008	 	 Lecturer, Universität der Künste, Berlin, D

2003 - 2007 	Assistant Professor, Beaconhouse National University, Lahore, PK

2007 	 	 Video workshop, Projection in the City, Rachna Sansad College, Mumbai, IN

2007 	 	 Guest Advisor, Rijksakademie voor Beeldende Kunsten, Amsterdam, NL 
2006 	 	 Green screen basics, video workshop, Interactive Resource Center, Lahore, PK 
2006 	 	 Burqa Projections, video workshop, Sanskriti Kendra, Khoj and Jamia Milliat 
	 	 Islamia, New Delhi, IN 

2003 	 	 Edit in Camera, video workshop, National College of Art, Lahore, PK 
2003 	 	 Life drawing, workshop, BNU, Lahore, PK 

2001 	 	 Curator, “Video in the city”, Hedah, Maastricht 
1999-2000 	 Artistic director, meda exhibition, Haus der Weltweiten Kulturen, German 	
	 	 Pavillon, EXPO 2000, Hannover 

1996	 	 Volunteer, Kibbutz Shamir, Upper Galilee, IL


reviews and articles
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Michael Hatt (2022). Counter-Ceremonial: Contemporary Artists and Queen Victoria 
Monuments. 19: Interdisciplinary Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century, 33 

<https://doi.org/10.16995/ntn.4732> 

Rovisco, Maria (2020). Artistic encounters with difference, aesthetic cosmopolitanism, 
and the political imagination. In Axford, B., Brisbourne, A., Halperin, S., & Lueders, C. 
(Eds.). (2020). Political Sociologies of the Cultural Encounter: Essays on Borders, 
Cosmopolitanism, and Globalization. Routledge. (pp.72-86) 

<https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429345029>

Artist Simona Da Pozzo dialogues with anthropologist Valentina Mutti about the value of 
monuments, July 21 2020, Fondazione La Triennale di Milano, Magazine. 

<https://triennale.org/en/magazine/hacking-monuments>

IN ORDER TO BE BRITISH WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE OUR ‘INDIANNESS’, Hammad 
Nasar, Tate etc, Issue 41, Autumn 2017 
FORCED DISPLACEMENT, SUFFERING AND THE AESTHETICS OF LOSS, Maruska 
Svasek, Open Arts Journal, Issue 3, 2014 

ÄSTHETIK DER BEGEGNUNG: KUNST ALS ERFAHRUNGSRAUM DER ANDEREN, Thomas 
R. Huber (Bielefeld: transcript Verlag, 2013) 
COUNCIL CHIEFS NOT AMUSED BY ART INSTALLATION, The Sun, 2 July 2012 
LINES OF CONTROL, Eliza Williams, Frieze Magazine, March 3, 2009, London, UK 

POLEMIC AND ‘PARADISE’ IN THE PAKISTANI PAVILION, Peter Aspden, Financial Times, 
March 22/23, 2008, London, UK 
DESPERATELY SEEKING PARADISE, Bidoun, spring summer 2008, New York, USA 
THINKING PARADISE, Gallerie, 22nd issue, 2008, Mumbai, IN

THE TYPE IS CAST, Abhay sardesai, Art India, Issue III, Quarter Iv, 2007, Mumbai, In 
HOUSE OF ART, Quddus Mirza, Art India, Issue II, Quarter II, 2007, Mumbai, IN 
LINES OF CONTROL, Hamad Nasar, Art Asia pacific, July-August, New York, USA 
ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE, Deepanjana Pal, Time Out, August 10-23, 2007, Mumbai, 
IN THE POLITICS OF FEAR, Amna Malik, Bidoun, Issue 11, summer 2007, USA 

GO BEHIND THE VEIL, Rahul Bhattacharya, Art India, May, 2006, 

In Stil-Bruch, Rundfunk Berlin Brandenburg, Februar 10, 2005, D 
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